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The Importance of Proper Posture
Correct Alignment Leads to Better Health
Hope Bentley 

Working in front of a computer often leads to poor posture. Learn how to counteract the effects.

Happiness
often sneaks in
through a door
you didn't
know you left
open.
-John Barrymore
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Talk of good posture often generates
images of women walking in a circle with
books balanced on their heads or
soldiers standing at attention. But good
posture does not have to be rigid or
ridiculous. In fact, far from ridiculous,
it may be the key to good health.

According to Patrick Wroblewski, a
Boulder, Colorado-based structural
integration practitioner, "Good posture
is a dynamic, working awareness of how
gravity is coming down through the
body." In other words, just as the body
moves and changes throughout the day,
so should posture.

Wroblewski explains that many people
come in to his practice with complaints

of lower back pain, and stiff necks and
shoulders, most of which have a direct
correlation to poor posture. If a person
sits hunched in front of a computer
screen all day, it's likely the head hovers
towards the screen, the lower back has
collapsed and the tail bone is supporting
the weight, and legs are crossed or
splayed. Bad standing posture includes
the same hunching or lateral

misalignment, like standing with a hip
cocked to one side. These common
forms of less-than-perfect posture mean
less-than-healthy consequences for the
body.

Does Posture Matter?
Ever feel low on energy? Get sick often?
Experience headaches or digestive upset,
like constipation or diarrhea? Feel less
agile than you used to be?  Your
postural habits may be behind these
symptoms.

Proper posture means the body is
aligned so that all the muscles work as
they were designed to. On the other
hand, poor posture leads to inefficient

movement, causing the muscles to have
to do extra work. For instance, if the
head isn't resting correctly on top of the
neck and spine but hovers over the chest
instead, the muscles at the back of the
neck have to remain contracted to hold
the head up. The results? Circulation
becomes hindered, and oxygen and



Practice makes perfect! Good postural habits require repetition and practice, practice, practice.
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nutrients have a hard time flowing
through the body. Contracted muscles
are less able to receive hydration and
energy, and the tissue eventually
becomes hard and fibrous. Eventually,
muscles can pull bones out of alignment
and cause serious problems and
discomfort.

The bottom line is, poor posture can
lead to muscular stress and fatigue,
which can in turn lead to deficient
circulation, compromised immunity,
and poor lymph flow--which brings us
back to low energy, frequent illness,
headaches, digestive issues, and waning
agility. So to answer our earlier
question, yes, posture matters.

Perfecting Posture
Correcting poor posture requires
undoing the hardening, or fibrosis, of
the muscles that have been habitually
contracted, allowing them to relax and
the bones to move back into place.
Perhaps a simple concept, but not an
easy task.

Wroblewski uses a combination of
techniques to help correct posture:
Swedish massage can help increase
circulation and release chronically held
areas. Deep tissue massage helps wake up
the body and reverse some of the fibrosis
in the tissue. And other bodywork
techniques can further precipitate
postural adjustments. He says, "Any
kind of manipulation--craniosacral,
acupressure--can cause an unwinding of
tension and allow the body to release to
the position in which it belongs."

Wroblewski also recommends movement
education, an umbrella term that
includes many types of bodywork, such
as Alexander Technique, Feldenkrais
Method, Hellerwork, and Trager
Approach. Movement education
advocates that one's body structure and
movements can get stuck in habitual,
unhealthy patterns. Movement
education unwinds the patterns and
teaches the body, as well as the mind,
anew. This is done through a series of
sessions where practitioners may use
hands-on manipulation to teach the
student different, more efficient ways to
move, sit, stand, reach, bend, lift and
walk. Ultimately, this balances the body
and allows energy to move freely.

Movement education techniques may be

especially beneficial for people suffering
from chronic difficulties, but also for
anyone trying to achieve higher levels of
physical and mental wellness.

According to Wroblewski, bodywork can
induce a "neutral reprogramming," so
that people can start from scratch and
learn to recognize when good posture is
breaking down. Then the necessary
adjustments can be made.

What's a Body To Do?
Desk jobs are notorious for wreaking
havoc and causing postural
impairments. Sitting for hours on end
staring at a computer screen is likely one
of the worst things you can do to your
body. If you spend a lot of time sitting,
make sure both feet are flat on the
ground to give yourself a "tripod" of
stability for the spine to rest on. Also, be
sure to take frequent breaks, even if it
just means walking to the window for a

moment, or getting a glass of water. And
when standing, distribute weight evenly
between both feet, and don't lock the
knees or ankles.

Good posture takes practice, practice,
practice and constant reminding.
Wroblewski suggests leaving reminders
in places where you will run into them
throughout your day.

Old habits die hard, and this is true for
muscular habits too. Be sure to schedule
a series of massage treatments to help
retrain the body. And talk to your
practitioner about stretches and posture
tips that can enhance your massage
sessions. As you progress, you will notice
less joint and muscle pain, fewer
headaches, more energy, and possibly
even stronger immunity and better
digestion. Finally, you will develop a
stronger awareness of your body and an
increased sense of well being.



Make sure you are protected from UV rays.

Be Smart About Sunscreen
Jason Barbaria 
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According to the American Cancer
Society, more than 2 million people are
diagnosed with skin cancer in the United
States each year. There are more than
2,000 over-the-counter sunscreen
formulas on the market today. How can
you tell which sunscreens are the safest,
most effective, and represent the best
value for your money? In most cases, the
answer comes down to the difference
between the two types of filtering
ingredients. Here's what you need to
know.

Chemical or Physical?
The UV radiation in sunlight consists of
UV-A, UV-B, and UV-C rays. UV-A
and UV-B are both responsible for
photoaging, skin cancer, sunburn,
tanning, and wrinkling. UV-C is not a
factor in skin health, as it is absorbed by
the Earth's atmosphere and does not
reach us in significant amounts.
Broad-spectrum sunscreen protects
against both UV-A and UV-B. This
protection can work in one of two ways:
chemical or physical.

Chemical UV Filters
-- Work by absorbing UV radiation.
-- Require application 30 minutes
before sun exposure.
-- Provide partial protection from UV
spectrum.
-- May irritate the skin and eyes.
-- Not regulated for safety by the US
Food and Drug Administration (FDA);
some may even be carcinogenic.
-- Not photostable (exposure to
sunlight degrades effectiveness).
-- Avobenzone is the most commonly
used chemical filter ingredient.

Physical UV Filters
-- Work by reflecting UV radiation.
-- Start protecting immediately upon
use.
-- Provide comprehensive broad-
spectrum protection.
-- Non-irritating to skin and eyes.
-- Safe, as particles do not penetrate the
skin.
-- Highly photostable (exposure to
sunlight does not change effectiveness).

Zinc oxide and titanium dioxide are the
most commonly used physical filter
ingredients. Clothing and shade
structures also count as physical filters.

Jason Barbaria is director of marketing at
Dermagenics, a skin care line that includes
sunscreen, cleansers, and moisturizers.

Summertime and grills go together like
a hot dog and mustard. But could that
hot dog actually be doing you harm?
Alice Bender, registered dietician at the
American Institute for Cancer, says that
diets high in beef, pork, and lamb, as
well as processed meats like hot dogs, are
linked to an increased risk of colon
cancer. She suggests that sticking with
chicken and fish can "make this
summer's backyard grilling both
healthier and more flavorful." Use herbs
and spices to amp up flavor, and try
marinating for 30 minutes before you
grill, which can reduce the amount of
heterocyclic amines--the potentially
cancer-causing compounds formed
when grilling.

Here are some other tips to help reduce
health risks associated with the grill:

Trim the Fat
Fat can increase smoke, which may
contain carcinogens, so choose leaner
meats and trim excess fat.

Don't Burn It
Charred, well-done meat can increase
your risk of pancreatic cancer, according
to a study from the University of
Minnesota.

But Cook It Through
Make sure that you hit the USDA
recommendations for internal
temperature, which can be found at
www.foodsafety.gov.

More Veggies!
Grilling vegetables does not create the
same heterocyclic amines as grilling
meats. Plus, veggies have less fat and
cholesterol in general.

Keep it Clean
Don't let a charred mess build up on
your grill, because it will eventually find
it's way onto your food.



Great acts are
made up of
small deeds.
-Lao Tzu

Welcome to "MASSAGE U."
Today's Subject: We're Open!

4 months back at work and the future couldn't look brighter.
As of this entry, CA is now in Post-Pandemic mode and
businesses can now return to "normal". Vaccinated, the
landscape for massage may look different but rest assured,
your massage will be the same top-quality, immersive
experience you've come to expect from every HAND &
HAND massage session. For more information or to
schedule a session, please call or visit mobilehands.biz. In
Good Health!

Note: The preceding information is not medical advice.
Please check with your doctor prior to starting any new
health, exercise or nutrition plan - especially if currently
under a doctor's care or if you have any pre-existing medical
condition(s).
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